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Staying close whatever the distance... View this email in your browser

Omarama Gazette
 

The Daily Wire
Keeping us connected

Friday, March 26, 2020

In this issue... 
Today's diary entry, an idea from New Zealand Geographic,  more of the
important stuff and a few laughs :)

Hi everyone
If you want to view previous issues click on 'view this email in your browser' at the top  right
of this page. Then click on 'past issues' at the top left of that page.

Please share this email and encourage others to subscribe if they need to get Omarama
notices. I apologise, I am not able to print copies at the moment. Perhaps, those who can
could print one off for someone they know who would appreciate it?

Please feel free to contact the Daily Wire and share your 'day in the life of Covid-19', or
phone and I'll take down your words. Send photo's videos, whatever you find easy. Let's
share.

Please get in touch if you have a message you want to get out to the community.

I won't be giving advice because I'm no expert.

Here is the link to the Government's one stop shop for all things Covid-
19- related https://covid19.govt.nz/

Radio New Zealand is the best radio station to tune to for the latest updates, or check its
site for news.

One more thing, 
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If you know of someone  who is not getting these emails and they are on the 'local list' it
could be because some servers believe these messages are spam.
If you add this email address omaramagazette@gmail.com to your email contacts address
'book' the servers will know we are friends and not spam.

Let's stay close whatever the distance
- Ruth

Here is the link to the Government's
one stop shop for all things

Covid-19 https://covid19.govt.nz/

-  just going to leave this here :)

Click here to message, contribute, or
subscribe
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Omarama services and notices

REMINDER
To prevent the spread of the virus all playgrounds are closed - this includes the
school playground.This is because the disease can be spread on hard surfaces like
swings and slides. 

CORRECTION TO PREVIOUS: The Omarama Golf Club course is closed.

OMARAMA RESOURCE RECOVERY PARK
Open: Wednesday and Sunday – 9am to 11am
Household rubbish: Only bags of household/domestic waste and essential
commercial waste will be accepted. There will be no charge for bags, however, there
is a limit of two bags per car, per week (car registrations are recorded to monitor
this).
Commercial rubbish: commercial waste from current account holders will be
accepted with no gate charge, and invoiced later.
To safely manage these facilities under current circumstances and to protect the
facility operators’ wellbeing, please note the following conditions for using this service
over the next four weeks:
• No recycling (either clean and store at home, or dispose of as rubbish)
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• No green waste
• Place all waste in the marked area
• One person out of a car at any one time only
• Please do not talk to the booth operator
• Please leave promptly

And please, do not enter a recovery park  if you are unwell, have travelled outside of
NZ in the last 14 days; or have been in close contact with someone with a confirmed
or suspected case of Covid-19. Thank you!
 

Essential services operating in Omarama:
Omarama Four Square
The service stations
Firewood supplies
Rock gas supplies

Omarama Veterinary Clinic
" The veterinary professional has been given an official ‘essential service’ status and
therefore will continue to be able to supply seasonal requirements. We have had
assurance from suppliers that there will be no issue with supply (or logistics), so we
would urge everyone that there is no necessity to stock up or forward purchase.
When you do visit our clinics you may be met at the front door to ensure that we
regulate the number of people in the building at any point in time. Phoning ahead can
allow orders to be prepared in advance and these can be brought to your car.
We are currently awaiting advice from the NZVA/Vet Council and MPI on what
veterinary based tasks will be considered essential over the next four weeks.
Regards
Veterinary Centre Ltd – Management Team

A SPECIAL REQUEST FROM ALONA AND BLAIR
To ease the pressure on staff...
orders need to be in by 4pm – for delivery the following day
Email is preferred. (scroll down for order forms and how to place an order by email)
We realise some don’t have email, so were happy for these customers to phone in
orders. However,  if  you do  have email please use it, as this will reduce the work
load.

Omarama Four Square | 10 Chain Hills Highway | Omarama 9448 | Phone: 03 438 9895
 

New hours: Open seven Days, 9am to  6pm  
Following the recent Government announcement and our ongoing efforts to ensure
the safety of our local and wider community, and our staff and their families - we offer
the following options regarding your grocery requirements – should you be unable to,
or simply prefer not to shop personally  during this time of  uncertainty.
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1.       Email order - and collect
2.       Email order - and delivery (within the township). 
 

This service is available Monday – Friday
Please send orders to - omarama@foursquare-si.co.nz

 
Emailed orders need to be received by 4pm (Sunday – Thursday) for
delivery/collection Monday-Friday between (10am-12pm).  
Please refrain from phoning through orders.
 
Please find attached a template grocery order form to be completed, which on
receiving – our team will put together for you – for either collection or delivery. 
At this stage, communication indicates stock levels of core lines are being
maintained,
however further updates may see some non-essential lines reduced - alleviating
unnecessary pressure on deliveries/transportation of goods.
 
Options for payment:
1.       Charged to existing account
2.       Payment by direct credit
3.       Payment on collection
 
Any significant updates affecting this current service will be communicated.
 
Stay safe everyone. 
From Alona and Blair, and your Four Square team

There are two ways to access the order form...
(In both cases the completed form must be emailed

to: omarama@foursquare-si.co.nz)

1. Click here to download the Microsoft Word form.
         * save it to your computer. 

         * type in your order, save it, attach it to the email and send.

2. Click here to open the form as a PDF.
      * download the form and save it to your computer

      * print it

      *write your order on the form

      *scan it or photograph it, attach it to the email and send.
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SOME HEROES DON'T WEAR CAPES.
Thank you, to you all - Alona and Blair and your amazing team.

We could not do this without you.
Take care.

Kurow Medical Centre and its satellite clinics
in Twizel (Mackenzie Health Centre Private Clinic)

and Omarama (Community Hall)

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FROM KUROW MEDICAL CENTRE
AND MACKENZIE HEALTH CENTRE.

In order to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and to protect our vulnerable
at-risk patients we have been asked by the College of General
Practitioners to only see patients at our clinics if they really need to be
seen.
For all other appointments, we will now do these via telephone OR virtual
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Consultations (for this you will need a computer, laptop or smart phone so
we can send you a link to download). All screening appointments i.e.
Health Heart Checks, Diabetic checks, Cervical Smears etc. will be re-
scheduled for a later date.

PLEASE DO NOT COME TO THE MEDICAL CENTRE
(OR OMARAMA COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAYS)

UNTIL YOU HAVE PHONED AHEAD FIRST!
WE HAVE BEEN ADVISED TO TAKE THE PRECAUTION 

OF LOCKING THE CLINIC DOORS!

Call 03 436 0760 or 03 976 0503 to speak with the Doctor or Nurse.
Please be reassured you WILL be seen if your condition is urgent! 

Our aim is to bring in patients one at a time from their cars.
Flu shots are now in and will still be given to patients who are eligible but
this will now take place outside the clinics and preferably whilst you are
sitting in your car.
Again phone ahead first to arrange a time with the nurse.
Thank you for your understanding during these difficult times.

Take care and keep safe, Juliet and Tim.

8 Wynyard St, Kurow  

P: 03 4360760  F: 03 4360780 

E: info@kurowmedicalcentre.org.nz 

W: www.kurowmedicalcentre.org.nz   

www.facebook.com/kurowmedicalcentre 

The Mackenzie Health Centre is our Twizel Satellite Clinic at:

3A Benmore Place, Twizel. Phone: 03 976 0503 Fax: 03 4360 780

Omarama Clinic at Omarama Community Centre, Chain Hills Highway, Omarama. Phone: 03 4360

760, Cell: 027 434 7464.

Together at home

New Zealand Geographic
Every day we stay at home New Zealand Geographic will post a story or a video to
its website that can be shared among your family.
The story is posted here and with it some talking points to fill our days at home
together.
Today's post - Kākāpō, In a land renowned for its unusual birds, the kākāpō—a giant
flightless nocturnal parrot with a bizarre breeding system—has to be one of the
strangest.
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If some find the story tricky they can look at the pictures and figure out what story the
photographer is trying to tell.

Waitaki District Council update

Update 4pm, Friday, March 27.

The Waitaki District pandemic response information page is here:
https://www.waitaki.govt.nz/our-services/emergency-management/Pages/pandemic-
response.aspx

The Waitaki District Council facebook page is here
 

www.waitaki.govt.nz
 

Zero rates rise  
From today's Waitaki District Council  emergency meeting, in Oamaru.
The council has voted for a nil increase in rates.
"We've asked council officers to work with us to achieve this. There's been a lot of
pressures go on, and while anything we do now will create a bigger impact down the
line, we'll deal with that then. It's important to give people as much certainty as
possible," Waitaki mayor Gary Kircher said.
As a result of this decision and the COVID-19 lockdown and its impact, the council
will not consult on the Annual Plan this year. Mr Kircher said.
"Not everyone will be able to participate, plus any anticipated rates increase is now
not going to happen. Not to mention I think everyone's got better things to do at the
moment."
The council's support and stimulus fund was also set up today.
The masterplans for Otematata and Omarama  have been approved.
Decisions from today's meeting will be posted to the council website in due course.

Keeping Waitaki's water supply flowing
To report any water supply issues or leaks during the lockdown, please phone 03 433
0300 or use the Snap Send Solve app available via the website. 
Water supply is an essential service and vital for maintaining public health, so council
contractors are available to attend to leaks and other supply issues when needed.
Contractors have strict protocols in place to protect their health and safety – and the
community’s - during this time.

Waitaki's health services 
The Waitaki Emergency Response team is meeting daily to help Waitaki’s health
services as it prepares for possible COVID-19 patients. At this stage Waitaki is in a
good position and preparations are well underway for possible cases. The
declaration of the National State of Emergency gives powers to Emergency
Management Controllers to assist with the pandemic. Controllers can do things like,
close roads and public areas, require evacuations and requisition resources. In this
case Emergency Management is supporting Health who are in the lead role. There
are three levels of controllers, National, Regional (Dunedin) and Local. All groups are
talking daily and discussing what help hospitals need to be able to continue to
provide healthcare should cases in NZ escalate.
It is not the role of the Emergency Management to enforce self -isolation or ensure
health and safety practices of essential businesses still operating.
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These are being managed by the police and MBIE and Worksafe.
There is a lot of information at this time and it is important to keep referring to the one
point of truth, which is the national COVID-19 website:
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-
coronavirus

Other places to find support 
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Our Coronavirus Diary - Day Two

 
Still a busy day for a good grandmother who has decided to pack away her party shoes

- please don't ditch them for good, Granny!

Dear Diary,

The first day in my life of Covid-19 was spent forming a plan of what I could/should or
may/may-not do to replace my casual ad hoc free lifestyle. 
After my morning swim and brekkie, I made the bed, did a quick “spray and wipe”
around the bathroom then got busy with pen and paper feeling somewhat excited
about proving to myself that I can handle this lock-down by dealing with several
chores that I’d put off for many months, years actually!
No point doing mundane things like cleaning oven, polishing silver or washing
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windows as that wouldn’t be exciting.
Maybe start the list with quick simple things, i.e. sort out and deal  with
unworn/unloved clothes and hopefully pluck up courage to dump 20-year old heels
that I haven't and can't wear any more; tidy my undie drawer so that my kids aren't
terrified when I 'fall off my perch'; attack many boxes of photos and prepare them for
an orderly inclusion in albums; write letters to old friends, imagine the excitement of
finding one in your letter box instead of your inbox. Bugger, No stamps, oh well
Arkwright will deliver some with my milk and paper. Aren’t we lucky who would have
ever thought we would get home deliveries in Omarama. Bet those big fancy
supermarkets in the city wouldn’t do that for nothing.
While having my coffee and sandwich, I thought the next on my list should be to
complete sorting the remaining boxes of 40 years of farming “stuff”. This could be
classified as history but in reality is probably junk. This tends to involve lots of
reading which leads to day-dreaming of what things were like before PC madness
changed our world. A time where every spare dollar was used to improve production
not gobbled up by modern bureaucratic systems.  And lastly, I have always had this
funny idea I would one day write my memoirs. Perhaps, I should do this first as I
could go crazy after a couple of weeks of this lock down and lord knows what tales
would be penned.
As it’s taken so much of  day one to form this plan it's now ‘wine time”, that’s my
favourite time of the day! 
Maybe we should be grateful in these times that we are just being asked to stay at
home, not go into service to fight for our country.

Run out of loo paper? We're here for you!
For you to use in an emergency ...simply print off as many of the pages

below, complete with handy cut lines, that you need.  
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Stay tuned...catch you again tomorrow :)

Omarama Gazette
Editor: Ruth Grundy,

021 294 8002, 03 438 9766
Email: omaramagazette@gmail.com

http://omaramagazette.nz/
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