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Lake Ohau fire - so many to thank 
For generations theyôd feared it, for generations theyôve planned for it. 
But no one in their wildest dreams imagined it would be like this. 
 

Itôs quieter in the Ohau basin now, the wind has stopped roaring for a bit. 
The constant drone of the combined helicopter and fixed-wing air attack has slowed. 
The media noise is dialling down  
There was almost a frost this morning, cool and clear, and thereôs snow in the fore-
cast. At last report the Lake Ohau fire is much closer to being ócontainedô.  
 

Itôs now New Zealandôs largest wildfire by area - the Lake Ohau Fire perimeter is 
48.8km. More than 40 homes have been destroyed ï a village has been lost.  
And it has burnt through 5540ha since Sunday. 
 

Tuesday afternoon, with the worst of the battle behind them a weary Grant and 
Rachael Murray, who farm neighbouring Ribbonwood Station and Shelton Downs, tell 
their story over once again for the Omarama Gazette.  
 

Itôs one Grant has repeated to visiting media throughout the past days as they  
congregate at their farm gate for a look, and to catch a new angle. 
The Gazette's been invited because Grant just wants to say how very grateful the 
family is - Lochie is visiting a friend but Nick is home with them. 
The enormity of the battle they have fought over the past few days is starting to 
hit home. Theyôre on auto-pilot. 
Tears are close but they are determined to take time to say thank you.  
ñWe want to thank all the locals.ò  
Theyôre both so tired they canôt for the moment think of all those they want to thank, 
and theyôre worried they might miss someone out.        - continued over 



So many to thank, continued 

Thereôs Ramon Zeestraten who phoned them in the early hours to raise the alarm ï 
they were in Geraldine and made an immediate dash back 
ñWe could see it from Pukaki éfrom Simons Hill.ò 
There was shepherd Bevan Forbes who opened the gates to allow stock to escape if 
they could. 
'He says we're not to go away again because something always goes wrong when 
we do," Grant said. 
There were those neighbours who helped shift stock. 
The fire crews, the helicopter pilots, the logging contractors who had been working 
up the road who turned their machinery to creating fire breaks. 
The two diggers had ñworked non-stopò. 
ñ...at 6am he got on his bulldozer and hasnôt got out of his seat yet. 
ñThey got the ball rolling to get firebreaks inò 
- The Wrinkly Rams, Four Square Omarama é the list goes on. 
There have even been offers of stock feed from down south, Grant said. 
The days passed in a blur. 
For the most part Rachael has been at the homestead organising food and supplies 
for the firefighters and facing the constant worry of not knowing where Grant was or 
what he was facing. 
Grant said he was too busy to process the enormity of what was happening around 
them. He remembers it being dark with smoke the entire time. 
The priority was to get the stock out and onto the safest country, that which had  
already burnt. 
Because FENZ fire command had its hands full at Lake Ohau Village the Murrays did 
not hear from them until after lunch on Sunday.  
ñIt was local effort that slowed it [the fire] down.ò 
There on the south side of the fire they managed to put in a 3km fire break which 
helped ñbut it did beat us at the topò. 
At one point a more immediate source of water was needed. 
ñThree dams were put in pretty quick.ò 
The fire front came to within 2km to 3km north of Quailburn Rd. 
ñBy Sunday afternoon it was wrapping around the side of the hill.ò  
Travelling up the Quailburn Rd you follow a trail of pink fire retardant right to their 
gates. The homestead garden, in full spring colour, is pink-tinted. 
Just a stoneôs throw away from their home a line of pines has also been doused in 
retardant. 
ñIf they hadnôt sprayed thatéthey were worried the fire would have been across the 
kettle holes and headed straight for Omarama,ò Grant said. 
The irony was the increased funding and employment opportunities for wilding pine 
removal meant many more pines had been felled than would have been otherwise  
leaving slash in their wake and subsequent fuel for the flames. 
Driven by horrific winds there was no rationale behind what the fire took and what it 
left behind 
ñItôs amazing how itôs burnt. We would clear a strip then it just curved around and 
came in again. It was all around us.ò 
He would just get sheep shifted out of danger and look back and it had moved in 
there.  



A circle of beehives was left standing, while all around it burnt. 
What comes next? Theyôve not had time to think. 
Insurance will cover some livestock losses, but theyôre not insured for the damage to 
fences and gates. Fixing those will be priority. 
The Murrays lost between 100 and 180 ewes of a flock of 1800, and of the 2500ha 
they farm about half to two thirds is burnt. Lambing is about to begin. Mercifully, it was 
not yet fully underway. 
And yet, the Murray's concern is for the wellbeing of the rest of the community. 
Ohau Village evacuees left with nothing have returned to face the devastation.  
ñNapalmed,ò David Stone told a reporter. 
But against all odds, some homes made it through. Abandoned pets have been found 
safe and well. Well wishes and gratitude have flowed across social media. Donations 
of all kinds have flooded in. As the initial shock wears off, the extent and severity of 
the blaze is still beyond comprehension. There have been many close calls,  many, 
many acts of courage, and countless acts of heroism. 
The village was prepared, but not for an event of this magnitude. Since its inception 
wildfire has been its greatest fear. Over the years fire has been a constant threat, the 
last of any significance was in 1995 when a burn-off got out of control. People thought 
that was big. 
The community has focused on their fire plan. The threat is never far from their 
minds. One has a water tanker stationed on the property, others efficient sprinkler 
systems.  
And there was that crucial siren. 
 ñDistance [from help] is a huge thing," Grant said. 
Thereôs to be a debrief and there are lessons to be learned. 
Heôd like to see better communication, and perhaps a warning system for those in the 
Quailburn Valley. There needs to be ñbetter clearanceò - defensible space, between a 
property and fuels that will burn. 
It's not yet summer and it's by no means dry. Springs and creeks run high through the 
property. 
ñIn the last fortnight weôve had 75mm of rain and four inches of snow. The water table 
is chocka and look what happened," Grant said.  
 
 



We'll do what we can to help - Mayor  
A mayoral relief fund has today been set up for those who wish to donate to help 
those affected by the Lake Ohau fires.  
Waitaki mayor Gary Kircher, speaking to the Omarama Gazette this morning said he 
had spent most of the past few days with the Lake Ohau Village evacuees and would 
be returning to see them again today.  
ñI feel quite privileged to be there for the community. They have been an amazing 
group of people. They have gone through heck of a lot.  There has been this stoicism 
and support for each other and gratitude for the support from the community, the  
wider community and the New Zealand Community. Weôll be doing what we can to 
help them rebuild and make it as safe as possible for the future.ò  
Yesterday, he told meeting of the Waitaki District Council via video link from Twizel 
the effects of the blaze on homes in the village had been ñvery sobering to seeò.  
ñIt was one of the worst things I have had to do.ò  
When the Waitaki District Council was in charge of rural fire fighting a fire plan was 
drawn up for Lake Ohau Village by the councilôs rural fire and civil defence manage-
ment - Steve Couper and Chris Raine - in conjunction with the community, he said. 
Recently, the residents had contacted Fire and Emergency New Zealand to get that 
updated.  ñThe fact no people were injured is a minor miracleò  
Ohau resident Craig Ovenden was the last out and made sure everyone else was out 
before driving through flames to get to safety, Mr Kircher said. 
ñThere are a lot of stories like that. The community has banded together and looked 
out for each other.ò  
Mr Kircher said many of the residents intended to rebuild. A lot of ñclean-up workò 
would be required and there was a need to look at ñwhat the recovery might look 
likeò.  
On Wednesday morning Mr Kircher said that last week deputy mayor Melanie  
Tavendale had attended a meeting with Environment Canterbury when a plan to re-
move the wildings in the area over the next three years was discussed. ñWeôll be 
pushing for that to go forward.ò To date funding had been made available largely for 
reduction on public land, but he would be pushing for them to be removed from pri-
vate land also.  
ñA small village was down on the priority list, we need to lift that, if possible.  
ñAnother part is seeing what worked and what didnôt, and what worked with their own 
[the residentsô] plantings," Mr Kircher said.  
 
Photo: Waitaki Mayor Gary Kircher speaks to a meeting of the Waiatki District  
Council via Zoom from Twizel 

 
 

If you would like to donate 
to support those affected by the 
Ohau fire, the official bank account 
is:  
Ohau Relief ï  
Ref Ohau Bank account:   
02 0940 0156400 000 



Lake Ohau fire - emergency contacts  
PLEASE SHARE THIS MESSAGE 
 
The Waitaki Emergency Operations Centre is working with partner agencies to assist 
those affected by the Lake Ohau Fire. For more information contact Waitaki Emer-
gency Operations welfare staff on 027 213 1508. The link to the page is: 
https://www.waitaki.govt.nz/our-council/news-and-public-notices/news/Pages/waitaki-
fire-emergency.aspx 
 

For latest updates on the wildfire situation, please check the Fire and Emergen-
cy NZ Canterbury Facebook page. 
 
Newsletter for Residents and Ratepayers affected by the Lake Ohau fire #2  
October 7, 2020  
This email comes to you on behalf of the Waitaki Civil Defence Controller Murray  
Linwood. Weôve sent it to you because we understand you have been directly  
affected by the fire. It includes an update from todayôs briefing ï todayôs information 
is quite lengthy.  
 

Å We are working on a full contact list for residents and ratepayers affected by the 
Lake Ohau Village fire so please forward this newsletter on to anyone who you know 
who you think may not have received it themselves.  
Å In-person welfare support is available at the Civil Defence Centre at the Twizel 
Events Centre, open tomorrow 8am to 5pm  
Å For those in the Ohau / Twizel area there will be a meeting for residents at 12pm 
daily at the Twizel Events Centre this week through to Sunday. Itôs an opportunity to 
hear directly from Fire and Emergency as well as our civil defence team, and to ask 
questions. Those who are unable or prefer not to come will receive the same  
information via this daily email.  
Å Local MP Jacqui Dean is planning to attend the daily meeting this Thursday. Jacqui 
and a member of her team will be available for individual appointments if you wish.  
Å We are preparing an information sheet for residents and ratepayers that will be 
available by this Friday with more detailed information.  
Å We will be putting information on this web page over time https://
www.waitaki.govt.nz/our-council/news-and-public-notices/news/Pages/waitaki-fire-
emergency.aspx  
Å Please let us know what we can do to support you, as we donôt know what we donôt 
know. Thanks to those who have already made contact via email. Weôre aiming to 
give everyone a timely response.  
 

Summary of Wednesdayôs residentsô and property ownersô briefing  
Welfare assistance  
Å A team from the Red Cross has arrived today and is available to provide 
ñpsychological first aid.ò Their team leader is Kathy OôNeill. You can contact her on 
03 688 6961 or 027 272 1983 and by email Kathy.oneill@redcross.org.nz. Youôre 
able to talk to their team at the Twizel Events Centre between 8am and 5pm daily.  
Å The Southern District Health Board says you can phone or text 1737 
(https://1737.org.nz ) for free any time to talk to a trained counsellor. You can make a 
one-off anonymous call or if you consider it might be useful to call back another time 
then request a case number so that they can try get the same person to save telling 



Lake Ohau fire - emergency contacts, continued 

your situation again.  
Å The DHB also advises that if you do find stress levels are causing you to lose sleep 
or having other impacts such as straining family relationships or drinking more, talk 
with your GP or a trusted health professional.  
Å We have received offers of accommodation from many people. If you will be  
travelling to visit or access the site please contact our welfare team to access this 
accommodation.  
Å A variety of funds have been established to collect donations to support survivors of 
the fire. Residents at the meeting today suggested the community have some  
discussions on how these funds might be used. That conversation will continue.  
Å We believe that the Warehouse has donated $1800 worth of clothing, which is  
being delivered to the events centre. If you are in the area, you are welcome to come 
and select any items that are of use to you. We will let you know when they are  
delivered.  
 

Fire and Emergency New Zealand  
Å The fire situation has improved from Tuesday and thermal imaging has not  
identified new hot spots in the village itself, though there are some elsewhere. 
Around 50 firefighters (17 crews) plus heavy machinery are still working on the fire. 
Their objectives are to secure the fire perimeter, assess dangerous trees and  
manage hotspots. Aircraft werenôt used today but are on standby.  
Å Fire crews will be in the village again tonight and drones will also be used to identify 
hotspots again.  
Å FENZ is working on safe / managed access for people whose property has been 
destroyed to retrieve items from the debris before the clean-up starts. They are  
identifying the hazards and making a plan for safe access. Hazards include loose 
debris, toxins and potentially asbestos dust, as well as hidden hazards such as old 
buried septic tanks.  
Å Good discussions between agencies FENZ, Insurers and Waitaki District Council on 
progress for joint debris cleanup continue.  
Å High winds are forecast on Saturday.  
Å Cause of fire not established but investigation is progressing.  
 

Civil Defence response  
Å We know we have not yet responded to all the queries we have received from  
affected people. Our apologies, we are working on this and we have more staff on 
site in Twizel now.  
Å FENZ continue to run this response at present, with Waitaki Civil Defence proving 
welfare support. We are preparing for when responsibility is handed over to Waitaki 
Civil Defence to lead.  
Å Network Waitaki, Chorus and Waitaki District Council are checking infrastructure to 
ensure people can return safely as soon as possible. We expect to have an update 
on damage to the water supply, sewerage system and roads Thuursday. Chorus re-
ports that their network is intact.  
Å There will be a significant amount of debris to be removed from the village. We are 
working on where this can be taken and also looking at how the removal can be man-
aged ï the experience from the Christchurch earthquake suggests that having one 
contractor undertaking this for everyone may be the most cost-effective and efficient 
option.  



 
Recycling and compacting waste is also being looked at. We are working with the 
Insurance Council to coordinate insurance activities and see how costs can be  
aggregated.  
 

Insurance  
Å From today, insurance assessors have been able to access the area. If your agent 
has yet to visit, please advise them they will need to report to the forward control 
point with identification, then they will be escorted by Fire and Emergency New  
Zealand.  
Å Cost of cleanup is with each policy holder, but a co-ordinated cleanup should be 
less expensive.  
Å The cleanup will be a tendered job and the final decision on the tender will be with 
the Insurance Council.  
Å If you are intending to retrieve items from the debris please also talk with your  
insurer so they are informed of your plans.  
 

Managed access to properties  
Å Over 30 ratepayers and residents whose properties were undamaged in the fire 
were able to return briefly Wednesday to collect essential items. People with  
damaged properties have been able to drive past the properties to view the situation 
for their property. The managed access is provided by Fire and Emergency person-
nel, working with our Waitaki welfare team to prioritise those with the most urgent 
needs.  
Å Civil Defence is working with FENZ on the criteria that will need to be met before 
residents and ratepayers have unrestricted access to their properties.  
Å No timeframe yet for unrestricted access.  
Å MYTH BUSTER: residents and property owners have not been given permission to 
sift through debris on site. Debris may have been examined by fire investigators and 
insurance assessors, which may be the source of this rumour.  
Å Some residents with properties outside the immediate area of Lake Ohau Village 
will have access to their properties in the next few days. That is a decision made by 
FENZ  
 

Contacts  
 

The Waitaki Emergency Operations Centre is working with partner agencies to assist 
those affected by the Lake Ohau Fire.  
Staff names have been provided but due to shift change you may speak with another 
staff member.  
 
Waitaki District Council welfare support contact, 027 213 1508  
Ministry of Social Development, 0800 559 009  
Otago Rural Support Trust (support for farmers) Andrea Ludemann 027 659 6800 or 
0800 RURAL HELP (0800 787 254)  
Victim Support 0800 842 846 or Kelly Katene 027 53 00074  
Federated Farmers Nick Abbott 021 805 788  
Please contact your insurance company if you havenôt already done so  
Waitaki Emergency Operations Centre contacts  
 
For general enquires please contact admin@waitaki.org  



 Above: Omaramaôs Junior hockey team ï the Omarama Lynx ï enjoy a warm spring 
afternoon at practice on the Omarama Sports Courts. 
There are nine in the team who played each  Wednesday this season at the North 
Otago Hockey Association turf in Oamaru throughout the season. 
Between 15 and 20 children of all ages attended the regular practices at the sports 
courts under coach Becky Martin. 
North Otago Hockey Association awarded most improved player to Pippa Anderson 
and most valuable player was Maggie Radford.  

Courts prove popular training grounds  

Advanced voting for the General Election  is 
underway and continues through to Election 
Day on Saturday October 17. 
 
On election day the following polling booths 
will be open: 
 

In Omarama - Omarama School,  
Saturday, October 17, 9am - 7pm. 
 
In Otematata - Otematata Community Hall, 
Saturday, October 17, Oct 9am - 7pm.  
  

Early voting underway  



Last turn in the limelight, he says  
He says itôs his last turn in the limelight, heôs not doing it again. 
ñIôm getting past ité I hope they dag it before I get there.ò  
Former Omarama resident and world-renowned blade shearer Peter Casserly was 
today ñdoing up a pair of shearsò for his next celebrity turn ï shearing óGizzy Shrekô. 
The Gisborne 'Shrek' ï hermit sheep - recently found living in a forestry block adjoin-
ing Wairakaia Station at Muriwai has been likened to the merino wether found on 
Bendigo Station near Tarras in 2004.  
Since her discovery, she too has attracted national and international media attention.  
This will not be the first time Peter has been called on to shear a celebrity hermit 
sheep.  
He hit the headlines when he was the one chosen to divest Shrek of his 27kg fleece.  
In October 2018 it was Suzy.  
Suzy was found in the Mapiu district, south of Te Kuiti and was shorn in Masterton at 
The Wool Shed, the national museum of sheep and shearing.  
Suzyôs fleece had the longest staple - at 55cm - Peter had seen but although organis-
ers went for the world record, he thinks they may have missed out on it.  
Gizzy Shrek ï a Romney-Coopworth cross - is also being put forward for that title, 
Peter said.  
Peter understands her wool maybe prove to be 60cm in length.  
Gizzy Shrek will be shorn next Friday afternoon at the Poverty Bay A & P Spring 
Show.  
ñAll the gun shearers will be at Waimate [The New Zealand Spring Shearing  
competition in Waimate]ò ï which is why he was chosen to do the honours, he said.  
Peter, a former world champion, still holds the blade-shearing record he set in 1976, 
after shearing 353 sheep in a nine-hour day in Mid Canterbury.  
The weight record initially claimed by Shrek, is now held by 'Chris the Sheep', from 
Canberra, Australia. 





Award recognises extensive contribution  

When we talk Monday morning her voice sounds scratchy and tired. 
She apologises, its because of all the smoke 
Alongside other volunteer crews she spent most of Sunday fighting the Lake Ohau 
wild fire.  
 

The Omarama Volunteer Fire-brigade was first to the Lake Ohau Village just after 
3.30am Sunday morning. She was not home again until about 6pm. 
Last week, Omarama Volunteer Fire Brigade and First Response volunteer Liz 
Komen was, in her absence, conferred a Waitaki District Council Citizens Award in 
recognition of almost three decades volunteering with the service. 
Her daughter Lee Anderson accepted the award on her behalf. Her mother, Isobel 
Wray and husband Mike were also there. 
However, Liz was unable to attend because bad weather prevented her from travel-
ling from the West Coast where she works. 
She spends seven days at a time at her home in Omarama on her ñdays offò when 
she volunteers for the fire brigade's First Response, and is called on to attend mostly 
medical emergencies, mostly motor vehicle accidents, from the Lindis Pass to  
Ruataniwha and as far east as Otematata.  
Liz was one of the first cohort of eight from Omarama to train as fire service co-
responders as they were called.  
For the seven days that follow she is on duty and on-call 24 hours, including the 
weekend. She is  Haast rural nurse specialist,  and St John Prime (Primary Re-
sponse in Medical Emergencies)  Nurse. 
The award was ñvery unexpectedò, she said. 
ñYou just do what you do, you just donôt think about it. 
ñI just do it for the satisfaction it brings.ò 
And the feeling of being part of a team. 
She really prefers not to be singled out for work they all do. 
As Prime nurse she does have to lead a team but here in Omarama sheôs "part of the 
team", she said. 
"Good team, good leadership, good humour", the experiences shared helps build the 
team. 
 

Lizôs community involvement  
also includes being a member of the 
Omarama Rural Fire Team and the 
Omarama Search and Rescue. 
Omarama Chief Fire Officer Greg 
Harper said the recognition given to 
Liz  had been an ñhonour for the 
whole teamò. 
ñYou know she was at the call  
yesterday?  
She is a valued team member and 
highly valued by the Omarama  
community for what she does for us, " 
Greg said.  



Unique heritage showcased for fundraiser  

Twizel Kindergarten is planning a day out to explore its townôs unique heritage of 
hearth and home.  
In November, it will host a house tour of Twizel to raise funds needed to modernise 
its outdoor play area.  
The tour includes about 10 homes from across the architectural spectrum.  
Each home showcases different facets of the unique and remarkable story of the 
town.  
There is the twentieth century sheep and beef station homestead still the hub of 
farming family life five generations later.  
There is the remodelled prototypical óTwizel Houseô, one of thousands which mush-
roomed overnight, row upon orderly row, over the Mackenzie plain in the early 70s 
when the town was created to house workers who constructed the ambitious hydro 
schemes of the day.  
As well the tour takes you forward with a new generation of architecture, opening the 
window on future house design celebrating and treasuring the great Mackenzie back-
country.  
Twizel Kindergarten committee chairperson Sarah Waldie said the tour showcased 
some of the best examples of Mackenzie Country living in a bid to raise those all-
important funds.  
"The playground upgrade has been in the pipeline for a long time, and the House 
Tour gives us an opportunity to view some beautiful houses around Twizel and also 
help us complete a really great project for the Kindergarten."  
It is about 10 years since any major improvements have been made to the outdoor 
play area.  
The next step was to take the concept from design to reality and this meant bringing 
in the bigger diggers. It is estimated the project will cost about $30,000.  
The concept is to create a natural play area in keeping with the surroundings - the 
rivers and the mountains - using all-natural materials.  
ñIt reflects our commitment to Enviro Schools and sustainability, which is valued with 
in our teaching and learning, and in our wider community.ò  
It will be somewhere for the children to play and explore their natural environment 
and learn, with areas like a bike/trolley track, and a óriver bedô to explore.  
Spending time outdoors is a big part of who we are as a community and the children 
probably spend around 75% of their time outside, Mrs Waldie said.  
Some work has begun ï with the help of volunteers three ñhuge rocksò from Buscot 
Station have been installed as have four water barrels in a new pebble area.  
Already children are using the space for imaginative and creative play, Mrs Waldie 
said.  
Moves to establish a kindergarten in Twizel - a Ministry of Works Upper Waitaki hy-
dro scheme construction town, began in the early 1970s.  
The kindergarten moved to its present site in December 1989 with the outdoor play 
area developed in stages as funds were available. 
  
https://www.facebook.com/events/1096470697417286 
or search 'Twizel House Tour' on Facebook 
(See poster over) 
  



THREE HOMES INCLUDED IN THE TOUR 
  
A new build, architecturally-designed holiday house. 
This holiday home, completed in 2018, on 8500sqm is a stoneôs throw from Lake  
Ruataniwha, with unobstructed views to the Ben Ohau Range and was designed by 
architect Barry Connor and built by Christchurch builder Mitch Frost of Frost Builders 
Ltd. PHOTO: NZ House & Garden Photographer: Paul McCredie. 
 
 

 
   
Century-old Family Ben Ohau Station Homestead 
The Ben Ohau homestead was built in 1903 after the original sod and thatched 
house (built in 1857) was destroyed by fire. 
The new homestead was built in the Victorian Villa-style of the era, with double-
paned sash windows, Rimu joinery, and Kauri doors and fireplace surrounds.  
Photo: supplied 
 
A óTwizel Houseô - a remodelled original óDam Dwellersô home. 
In 1994, the decision to buy an original Twizel house, is one Gaynor and Bruce Sim 
will never regret. This tiny house become their holiday bach until 2008, when they 
moved from Timaru to reside permanently in Twizel. 
When they bought it the 70 square metre, 3-bedroom house was still in its óoriginal 
packageô, apart from the newly painted pink/brown kitchen and boldly coloured Ax-
minster carpet adorning the floors. The bathroom, measuring 1.5 metre square, with 
brown linoleum walls, surely was original! The fireplace, the size of a shoebox, per-







To have your community notice included 
here email: omaramagazette@gmail.com 
 
Kurow Medical Centre  Omarama Clinic 
at the Omarama Community Centre, is 
open Tuesdays, 8.30am to 1pm and 2pm to 
5pm. To make appointments for all clinics, 
order repeat scripts or make enquiries 
please contact Kurow Medical Centre 03 
436 0760  (Monday to Thursdays).  
www.kurowmedicalcentre.org.nz  
 
 

St Thomas' Omarama Church 
Community: Services and communion are 
held on a regular basis, usually monthly at 
10.30am on the Friday of the second 
weekend of the month at the home of a 

parishioner. Contact: Kay Verheul 03 438 9538.  
 

The Omarama Community Library is open 9am to 10am  Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, Library hours can change. Contact Yvonne: 027 476 7473. 
 
 

The Omarama Golf Club  Saturdays, cards in 12.30pm, tee-off 1pm. Club Captain 
Adrian Tuffley, 027 347 8276. www.omaramagolfclub.co.nz 
 
 

Omarama Playgroup meets at 9.30am each Wednesday during the primary school 
term at the Omarama Community Centre.   
For more information phone president Andrea Aubrey, 03 438 9863; vice president 
Ruby Milestone, 03 438 9401, secretary Carla Hunter, 03 976 0504  
 

The Upper Waitaki Young Farmers Club meets at 7.30pm on the first Monday of 
each month at the óTop Pubô - the Blue and Gold pub, in Kurow. All welcome. Join the 
Facebook group.  
 

Bridge Club - The Omarama Bridge Club meets on a regular basis and would 
welcome new members. If you are interested please phone Sylvia Anderson 438 
9784 or Ann Patterson 438 9493. 
 
 

The Omarama Model Aircraft Club meets on Saturdays from 9.00 am to 12.00 
noon at its flying ground at the Omarama airfield. All welcome - Contact Don Selbie 
on 027 435 5516. 
 

FENZ Omarama Volunteer Fire Brigade meets 7pm each Wednesday and has its 
meeting at 7:30pm on the third Wednesday of the month. New members welcome. 
 

Plunket Line: 0800 933 922 
Omarama Plunket Committee: Petrina Paton 027 345 6192  
Car Seat Rentals: Christine, phone: 03 435 0557 or 027 208 0362 
Breastfeeding Works: Claire Hargest-Slade 03 684 3625, 021 493 863 
clairhs@me.com  
 
 

The Noticeboard 



 
In case of emergency: to prevent any confusion about the location of Lake Ohau 
Alpine Village in an emergency, the following points should be noted: 
When phoning 111, advise that Lake Ohau is in South Island and the nearest cross 
road is State Highway 8 and Lake Ohau Road. Also mention that Lake Ohau Alpine 
Village is on the shore of Lake Ohau, and is 20 mins (40 km) from both Twizel and 
Omarama. This will assist the operator to find the required information  to enter 
location in the system and allowing the call to progress to the next screen in the 
system.  

 

To read more,  enjoy more photos and watch our place 'come to 
life' check out our Facebook page and website. 

www.facebook.com/omaramagazette/ 
omaramagazette.nz   

 
To receive email alerts between monthly editions of the Omarama 

Gazette sign up to our 'Local List'. Email 
omaramagazette@gmail.com  

and put 'Local List' in the subject line.  
 

Thank you to all who share your stories and contribute in other 
way to the Gazette.   We all really appreciate what you do. 

Advertising pays for 
production and distribution. 

 

 To find out about publication and close-off dates, 
and how much it costs to place your advertisement,  
please phone 021 294 8002, 03 438 9766 or 
email omaramagazette@gmail.com 

 

The November issue of the  
Omarama Gazette 

is Wednesday, November  4, 2020. 
 

Please submit copy 
by October 30. 

mailto:omaramagazette@gmail.com




The Community Reports  

FENZ Omarama Volunteer Fire Brigade  

Hi everyone, 
 

Firstly I would like to congratulate Liz Komen on 
her Citizen's Award. Well done! and nice to see 
some recognition for all the time put in over a 
number of years. 
The wind has arrived and we have moved into a 
restricted fire season, so a permit is required for 
any outdoor fire. Please check the FENZ web 
site. 
Just a reminder we are in daylight saving, so I 
hope you tested your smoke alarms to make 

sure they  are in good working condition. 
As we move into summer the BBQ will be fired up but before lighting it is a good idea 
to check connections to make sure there are no gas leaks. The best way is to spray 
some soapy water on the joints. Please donôt use a lighter or matches you could end 
up with more than singed eye brows. 
- Stay Safe, Chief Fire Officer Greg Harper  
 
 

- Keep yourselves safe. Chief Fire Officer Greg Harper  
 
FENZ Omarama Volunteer Fire Brigade meets 7pm each Wednesday and has 
its meeting at 7:30pm on the third Wednesday of the month  

Omarama Rodeo Club  

 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The Omarama Rodeo Club  

will hold its annual meeting  

7pm, October 28, 2020 

 at Boots & Jandals Hotel 

Omarama 



Justices of the Peace 

Georgie Robertson  
Omarama 

03 438 9554  027 4861525 

Malcolm McMillan 
Lake Ohau Village 

03 438 9798  027 4389798 

Vicky Munro 
Otematata 

03 438 7855  021 438745 

Alona Shaw  
Omarama 
027 773 4241 

The JP service is free of charge 
To make your visit quick and easy: 
* Check a JP can complete your   

  documentation 
* Do not sign anything beforehand 
* Do take photo identification 
* take the original as well as the copy to 


